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To the 


CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF 
THE SANDY URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have the honour to submit the Annual Report on the health and 
Sanitary circumstances of the District for the year 1971. 


The Vital Statistics section of the Report shows that the Still- 
birth and Infant Mortality Rates are higher than those for England 
and Wales and the Administrative County. The Rates are derived, 
however, from small figures and this fact occasionally results in 
wide departures from national averages. Thus, in 1970 there were 
no stillbirths and the rate was nil while that for England and Wales 
was 12. Happily there has not been a maternal death in Sandy for 
a long time but if there had been only one in 1971, the Maternal 
Mortality Rate would have been about 9; that for the Administrative 
County with two such deaths was 0.35 only. It remains to be said 
that however small the figures, the causes of the deaths leading 

to them are always investigated. 


The Causes of Death table shows that of the 48 deaths notified, 
34 were in respect of persons sixty-five years of age and over. 

28 of the total deaths were due to heart and circulatory diseases, 
10 to cancer, including three cases of cancer of the lung, all 
males. 


Reorganisation of the National Health Service and Local Government 
is planned to take place on lst April, 1974. It may be appropriate, 
therefore, to include in this Introduction one or two points which 
arise. 


On the lst April, 1974 there will be for the whole of geographical 
Bedfordshire: (a) one County Council, and in its area there will 

be a number of District Councils, and (b) one Area Health Authority, 
which will be operationally responsible for all the National Health 
Services now administered by the County Council, the Executive Council 
and the three Hospital Management Committees in Bedfordshire. 


As the very recently published White Paper points out, collaboration 
between the new County Council and the Area Health Authority will 

be essential. The former body will be responsible for the Education 
and Personal Sociol Services and the latter for the National Health 
Servi.ices and there is scope for much collaboration between them 

in the use of premises and staff. As an example, the Area Health 
Authority will have in its employment doctors, dental surgeons and 
nurses who can be made available for work in the Education and 
Personal Social Services. 
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Collaboration would also be valuable between the Area Health 
Authority and the District Councils, and one way in which it 
could express itself would be for the District Councils to 
appoint as medical advisers ("proper officers") doctors employed 
as Community Physicians by the Area Health Authority at Hospital 
District level. The experience of most Medical Officers of 
Health of County Districts who are also engaged in County Council 
work, is that such an appointment would be most likely to provide 
the best services for the residents of the area. 


In the text of the report I have mentioned some of the services 
provided by the County Council as Local Health Authority. All 
these have a beneficial influence on the health of people and, 
in that respect, can be placed alongside the duties of County 
Districts in regard to the environment. In fact, joint action 
by officers of County Council and District Council is often 
necessary, and I acknowledge with gratitude the help given by 
the County Medical Officer of Health and his staff in matters 
of mutual concern. 


In conclusion, I am grateful to the members of the Council for 
the consideration they have shown me and to members of the staff 
for their ready co-operation. In particular, I thank Mr. F. E. 
Miller, Surveyor and Public Health Inspector. 
Tr am, 
Your obedient servant, 


W.C.V. BROTHWOOD 


Medical Officer of Health 
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GENERAL STATISTICS 


Area (in acres) ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Registrar General's Estimate of Home Population 


Estimated number of inhabited houses at the end of 1971 .. 


Rateable Value as at 3lst December, 1971 .. .. 


Sum represented by a penny rate (estimated) .. 
VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 


Live Births 


Males Females 
Legitimate LO aps 
Illegitimate 2 4 
ai 22 


Crude birth rate per 1000 home population oe 
Adjusted birth rate per 1000 home population .. 
Birth rate for Ingland and Wales te 08 ee 


Still Births 


Males Females 
Legitimate 1 ni 


Illegitimate - - 
Still birth rate per 1000 home population oe 
Still birth rate for England and Wales ., ae 


Deaths 
Males Females 
All Causes 29 19 


Crude death rate per 1000 home population oe 
Area comparability factor re Veer ee 
Adjusted death rate per 1000 home population .. 


Death rate for England and Wales .. .. ce o- 
Maternal Mortality - Nil 


Ik eee 


Ps ste ae as 4 362 
Teens se es 5,380 
as 1,980 
tues ees bin eek oe 
faa ae eee ew 
Total 
100 
6 
106 
ee eo #8 ¢@8 19.7 
ee ee ef @8 19.7 
EN ree Fe 16.0 
Total 
2 
oe oo ef @8 19.0 
ee ee ee ee i2.0 
Total 
48 
Sh) AP Pines 8.9 
atte oi ean a 1.19 
ee ee ee ee 10.6 
ee ee ee e¢@ pmRoS 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2018 with funding from. . 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o3007146x 


Death of Infants under one year_of age 


Males Females Total 
Legitimate ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 2 — 2 
Illegitimate. ° ee ee ee ee ee ee _ aa ner 


Beppe intents per 1000 Live births .. + «2 e+ «of ss oe 19.0 
DEC eeNC WelGS 44 4a ke te ee Beare SS lee ee ee ©=©=61820 
Perenatal mortality rate OO or ONS AS Gea eae ee ee 37.0 


PRD MERGUENIEOL ENG SOTICCWALES Ys ge sco sc as es ee) ee tt tt le le 22.0 


CAUSES OF DEATH IN INFANCY 


STATISTICAL TABLE 1962 - 1971 


Death Rate Infant Birth Rate 


Year Mortality late 
Sandy England Sandy England 
Lie and 
Wales 
1962 10.9 
1963 heal 
1964 10.8 
1965 9.7 
1966 8.6 
1967 10.42 
1968 1109 
1969 | s {argh 
1970 10.7 
1971 10.6 
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CAUSES OF DEATH 


The following table shows causes of death as given in the Registrat 
General's Statistics. 


Causes of Death 


65 


to : 1 = a rs 1 fe 


Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach 


Malignant Neoplasm, Intestine - - - 1 ~ 1 - 2 
Malignant Neoplasm, Lung, ~- 
Bronchus ~ - - - 3 - 3 - 

Malignant Neoplasm, Breast | - ~ = - ~ ai | - | uf 
Leukaemia - - ~ ~ - 1 - is 
Other Malignant Neoplasms - - 1 - ~ i 1 1 
Chronic Rheumatic Heart Disease ] - ~ - ~ x - af - 
Ischaemic Heart Disease - - bi ad 8 7 9 8 
Other Forms of Heart Disease - - ~ ~ - 2 - 2 
Cerebrovascular Disease ~ - ~ - 3 Ped S Za 
Other Diseases of Circulatory 

System ~ - - ~ Be ~ 3 - 
Pneumonia 1 ~ 1 - ni - “a - 
Other Diseases of Respiratory 1 ~ - - - ~ 1 - 

System 
Congenital Anomalies 1 - - ~ - ~ 1 - 
Motor Vehicle Accidents 1 -: 1 - - - o ~ 
All Other Accidents - - 1 2 ~ ~ Mi 2 
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALIH AND MEDICAL SERVICES IN THE AREA 


The Bedfordshire County Council provides: 


(a) through its Health Committee the following services, amongst 
others - Health Centres, Care of Mothers and Young Children, 
Health Visiting, dome Nursing, Domiciliary Midwifery, 
Ambulance, Immunisation against Infectious Diseases; 


(b) through its Education Committee, a School Health Service; 
(c) through its Social Services Committee, personal social services. 


The Bedfordshire and Luton Executive Council provides the Family 
Practitioner Services. 


The North West Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board provides 
consultant and hospital services. 


The North West Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board provides 
consultant and hospital services. 


PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE 


Much is achieved in the prevention of infectious disease by 
immunisation. Diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus and polio- 
myelitis are dealt with in the first year of life and measles 

in the second. Necessary reinforcement doses are given at about 
five years of age. 


Vaccination against rubella is offered as a routine to girls 
reaching their twelfth year and, arrangements are being made, with 
prescribed safeguards, for the vaccination of women of child- 
bearing age. 


B,C.G. vaccination is offered, where appropriate, to children 
at the age of thirteen years. 


There are also certain activities of officers of the Public 
Health Department which are important in the prevention and 
control of infectious disease. They are most readily recog- 
nisable in outbreaks of vomiting and diarrhoea and the 
surveillance of contacts returning from abroad but there is 

a considerable amount of less spectacular but important 
routine work in connection with food hygiene and housing. 
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Table (a), which follows, shows that of the 65 notifications 
received 64 were in respect of measles. The number is part 

of the large increase which occurred throughout the Administrative 
County, in which no less than 2,282 of the 2,780 notifications 
received were of measles. It can reasonably be hoped, however, 
that the increasing number of vaccinations taking place against 
measles ~ 38 per cent of the children born in the year 1970 were 
vaccinated - will lead to a significant reduction in the number 
of notifications. 


Once again there were no cases of diphtheria and poliomyelitis, 
and there were no cases of food poisoning. 


GENERAL STATISTICS 


(a) INFECTIOUS DISEASES 


Notification by age groups Total 


Under Over Cases 


Measles 2 36 24 2 64 
Whooping Coug 1 - - 1 
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(b) TUBERCULOSIS 


The following table shows the number of new cases of Tuberculosis 
notified and the number of deaths recorded since 1962. 


New Cases Deaths 
Pulmonar Total Pulmonar Total 
M e F s Me. F e M = F e 
1 4 4 2 - 
1 my a he st 
& i ie A, = 


The Mobile Chest X-Ray Unit visits Biggleswade regularly to provide 
a service for local medical praetitioners. It is stationed in Biggleswade 
Railway Station Yard every Tuesday morning between 11.15 a.m. and 11.45 an. 
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PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY 


Water is supplied by the Bedfordshire Water Board. It is pumped from Greensand 
to the works at Dunton and has been satisfactory in quality and quantity 
throughout the year. 


Samples are taken by the Water Board at frequent intervals for bacteriological 
and chemical examination and whilst results of the bacteriological examinations 
are not available, the following reports are typical of the samples taken for 
chemical examination. These indicate that it is of a high standard of 

organic purity. 


Chemical Results in Parts per Million 
EUR es Ge helo. Ge ek es ee es ee te ee oe «6 NAL 
COs dy ac ee ee ss ek tk we te ee) «(NGL 

Reaction pH a hess ails. be) es «08 set es «ae Pere 
Electric Conductivity (reciprocal megohms per ml at 20° C) .. 4. «. 495 
DEO CH cg se 55 ek hs) ts ee oe le oe le) Ce =e LESS than 0.01 
eS a © FB 
Spl ss se us jcc eec 66 june os ve se we, Ol 
en a ce ZS 

Carbonate Hardness as CaCOz ES vo 4')) ses) alate ose lao. > 6s POY 
Non-Carbonate Hardness as iin ee eNs sia” we loc s sl ce e?, ew! fee A be 

Total Hardness as CacOz ee ee ee ie fe ae gs Phe tee ae OLD 

Calcium as CacOz An Metis FAN ete vet ce oe ne sel we «ev: 29] 
Cs le) 6a a es le lk ls ae ee ete ee OM 
DE ec en wk ke lee wk fee ne bee lee 20 

Sulphate as SO, ES MM Me tele sls (ies) isnt) veel 's'e f dee”, Sace sian 4495 
ES 8) g's heFa() ale “ielvi i lea) ols Sleiet oe | 68 oe lee ee 10604 
EEC es) wa ss) ts ee le, be, we! as oe ee) LG 
Ts falco) (rele Ue sible of Vwdi tel 2 ee lee ee ee fale Se) 
tO te ee nc ts ce oe Ue te Ue ~6tee LESS than 0,01 
I O00 ire WONG E Ce) ce sh Lies «ily fale © win | eel) oles ee 0). we ele | 0213 
ERS Dw rl sel lve we fs ps ee ee te te) oe we lee Ae 
I Teeter i "ety Se/e'w (ills a) Ms sie Me li <a) wet iw ed) os “ee leet ee “Less than 0.05 
IE pe ks se wen se se ee, ss ce. se ec ee eo» LOSS than 0.01 
Copper as Cu PCM AS RRER ore ae ge 145 be se ce e208 oe ew Less than 0.10 
gS IS ny oP 


Ue Us alia) Vive) ve) ib) da) less ae. jc, os «8 «0 12 


F . 
‘Yep: “vi ) meiner Ff 


csi 


: ‘ 
* 
ire ? ) 
Pe a 
r - 
& t2/ 0D 
- 
v¢ 
- 
- . 
if 
. . 
- . 7 
. 
- 
é le . 
“\ 
' . 


. 
+ lhe - 
Tt 
.4 - . 
r 
{4 . 
{3 
1 
- 
Ts a 4 e 
a = 
% ~ . 
. 
: ’ 
‘ * 
VF 
’ * 
geal . 
22 a} . 
sl oa 
Pi. . 
Sf : 


J 
‘t hoqmuy af t1 
wy bos ye EGasp cs 
. ae : 
tosd 10? aleviesar 
 .. : fake 
sy inaioits eg 
- ~~ : <a. fr; 
esiomes’ otf i ded 
“shone ty id a to 
7 ** *, ‘e-* 
** °. ** ** 
- ** '* se. 
/ one < 
- »* ** : a 
** ** '* ss 
*e - ** ** 
‘oe s* - ** 
. * * **s .*. 
* . ' + * . 
** ‘* © 
* ** 
= . ** »*-* *-- 
.** 
. . ** ' %.9 
s* ° ** id 
- ** ** + » 
7 t« ‘* ** ‘ 
—_ 
. »*-* **. .** *-* 
. * + ** ** 
. ** . * *.9 
. 6 aé ss ** 
° *-* **¢ **? *« 
. . ** es “ 
. e ** ** *?.” 
. ** **¢ sd s* 
: 
* ** ** *+s* *-* 


sbinol tste oubdebrothell end yd 


ifs 


yrofosiatias nest sat has toss yo 


SHovpot? ta bused ‘tedaW ont afc 
oid. LD hinges selinw boa cost me 
otiet 1 Bttoqot yithwolLot e6d 
ei tl pees etaothat onaodtt sok d ee 


eg 


BOLECIM weg stunt 


** ** ** ** ** ** ** 
** ‘* ** s* ** ** ** 
**« ** ** ** ‘* ** **¢ ** 


‘- ‘* ** ** ** -* ** 

.** »* * ** ** ** ** ss. 
' 

** ** ** ** *- * .* ** 


.* “+> ** “* -* ECR sath 


** ** ** ** 7 . * Oa an cso 
** '* ‘* . ° ** + gevad oa 


mo. He Te oT SP RC’ T O'R 
AND SURVEYOR 


Boek | Te BY BALR 2971 


Mr. Chairman, Ladies & Gentlemen, 


? have the honour to present my Fourth Annual Report to the Council on the 
work carried out by the department during 1971. 


DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE 


The town is sewered all along the main streets and roads. Swaden, 
Stratford Road, parts of Tempsford Road, Beeston Green and Seddington 
are not sewered. 


One hundred and twenty-two houses have septic tank drainage systems and 
thirteen houses have pail closets. All houses with septic tanks are allowed 
one free emptying per year and pails are collected twice weekly. 


RIVERS AND STREAMS 

Tie Ivel Internal Drainage Board undertakes the cleaning of all streams. 
CONVERSTONS FROM PATLS TO WATER CLOSMTS 

Perewemumber Or Conversions Since 1945.c.ccrccocscrccccseccoese LOY 
YUBLIC CLEANSING 


A weekly collection of household refuse is carried out by direct labour but 
a tender has been accepted for refuse collection to be carried out by contract. 


The paper sack method of collection was extended to a further 211 properties 
during the year, 58% of the properties are now served by this method. 

All new developments are required to proyide for this method of collection 
and it is hoped that eventually the system will be extended to cover the 
whole town. 


Bulky items of household refuse are removed on request, without charge, 

and the amount collected continues to increase as more people avail themselves 
of this service. Householders are also allowed to deposit refuse in the 
Council's tip without charge. 


Two abandoned vehicles were removed during the year. 


Street gullies are emptied at approximately 15 week intervals by the 
Bedfordshire County Council on a rechargeable basis. This has worked 
satisfactorily. 
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Street scavergingis carried out by direct labour. 
The follwing is a summary of work carried out during the year:- 


Hotel numbet of visits made 2. 12 se +e ee we oe oe 98,445 
IAG ee tei ins) 56 baw os heen. ee on. 123,056 
MMOL 1C0. 4h 6s fe fed) es be.,m0, 00. «0 ve 4? 
MOOG TEMDTICO lL (56 4s bs te (ct te te be ee ee 


Loads of refuse and night soil removed .. ec ce «se ov 653 


NUMBER OF VISITS AND INSPECTIONS 


MEEOCES 54. el sh Ge cc ce ss 00 oe ¢e ee 62 
A 116 
BEC Tepairs: 5. 46 «e+ cs 2» 06 c8 <«¢e es 866 
Routine inspections, including visits to new buildings... 762 
MEE eWOr IN PYOPYGSS 3. “ss ss 2: sc oe ev es 266 


Public Health Acts eon oe oe ee ee ee ee 7e ee ee 102 
OFFENSIVE TRADE 

An appeal against the Council's refusal to renew the consent for 
the carrying on of an offensive trade within the district was 


dismissed by the Magistrates' Court. A Serious nuisance from 
smell still arises from these premises. 


ADMINISTRATION OF THE FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 and 1948 


PART I OF THE ACT 


Number Number of 
, on Inspections} Written] Occupiers 
Sasteb es Register Notices| Prosecuted 
ee) Sedo) EEG Bs CCTs 
Factories in which sections 1, 2, 
3, 4 and 6 are to be enforced by 
Local Authorities 32 28 | - - 


Factories not included in above in 
which Section 7 is enforced by the 
Local Authority ~ ~ - - 


Other premises in which Section 7 
is enforced by the Local Authority 
(excluding outworkers' premises). 
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CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND 


— 


Number of cases in which Number of 


defects were found Poe os 
which 
Referred eeneee 
¢ Found } ms 
Particulars eee se by iM. utions 
Mi Inspector were 
instituted 
oa (2) (3) (6) 
Want of cleanliness (S.1) - - - 
Overcrowding (S.2) - ~ - 
Unreasonable temperature(S.3)] - - - 
Tnadequate ventilation (S.4) - - “ 
Ineffective drainage of 
floors (S.6) a: ~ . 
Sanitary Conveniences (S.7) ~ - ~ 
(a) Insufficient ~ - “ 
,o) Unsuitable or 
defective ~ “ - 
(«) Not separate for 
sexes - - - 
Other offences against 
the Act (not including 
offences relating to 
out-work - - - 
: eens | 
Total - ee | = 
PART VIIT OF THE ACT 
OUTWORK 
ios Ss ae Stee cena eee 
No. of No. of | No. of No. of Notices Prosecutions 
ae ie out- ' cases of j prosecu- instances | Served 
choy gull workers default tions for of work 
Work a; ; ; : ; 
in August} in sending failure to} in 
list lists to supply unwhole- 
required | the Council, lists some 
by Sectior premises 
133(1)(c) 


(1) 


(2) (4) (4) (5) (6) (2) 
Wearing 
apparel - 
making etc. 1 - 
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TOWN DEVELOPMENT 


Once again a considerable amount of your officer's time was taken 
up by the Town Development Scheme. 


The main industrial road was completed and the first stage of the 
housing development is in progress. 


Bight unit factories were completed during the year. 
I would like to express my appreciatiun to the members of the Council, 
the Medical Officer of Health and the staff for their assistance and 
co-operation. 

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


Your obedient servant, 


Py BE. MILDER 


Surveyor and Public Health Inspector 
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INSPECTION AND SUPTRVT 


'@p) 
| 


ON OF FOOD 


MILK SUPPLY 

There are no registered premises in the district. 
MSAT AND OTHi§R FOODS 

There are no Slaughterhouses in the district. 
UNFIT FOOD 


Voluntary surrender of the undermentioned foodstuffs found unfit 
has been made as follows:- 


140 1b. Pork 

50 1b. Beef 

55 Packets Mousse 

lle Packets Ice Cream 

218 Packets of various frozen foods 


ICE CREAM 

Fifteen premises are registered for sale of ice cream. 

There are no poultry processing premises within the district. 
FOOD HYGIENE REGULATIONS 1.960 

No, of premi«es:- 


Bee eUSTOCArG sence s c0 se ‘es 
Grocers .. ss Me eia Ne atrileses on lec 
PUGHWORECKES ae «so o8 8 
Bakers and Confectioners .. .- 
Butchers Se ee Ay re 
Cafe and Catering © 
Establishments .. .. © 


LN EF Do & fo 


Regular inspections of all premises have been carried out during the year 
and informal action has resulted in several imorovements being made. 


OFFICES, SHOPS AND RATLWAY PREMISES ACT, 1963 
No. of premises registered:- 


Dir COG wanes di es) e's 666s ee 9 
MOLE oll Diss ee ees. 08 #02D 
Wholesale Shops, Warehouses .. 3 
Catering establishments 

SPM EORTUD IL Oss.) cs” cee! e'e + 
Fuel Storage Depots .. «2 eo L 


Regular inspections have been made during the year and no serious 
contraventions of the Act were found. 
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HOUSING ACTS 


Qualification certificates in respect of four properties were issued 


during the year. 
IMPROVEMENT GRANTS APPROVED 


Discretionary «ss 3% 
Standard .. ste bell ais 


RODEN? CONTROL 


This work is carried out by contract and the service is working 


very satisfactorily. 


SEWAGE DISPOSAL 


The Sewage Disposal Works and Pumping Stations have been maintained 
in a satisfactory condition although considerable difficulty was 
experienced at the beginning of the year due to the electricity cuts. 


All samples of effluent throughout the year have been satisfactory 
and well within the limits required by the River Board. 


SUMMARY OF ELECTRICITY CONSUMED 


1963 - 19,479 units 

1964 eO.572 

1965 Pa hoon 8 

1966 29,812 =! 

1967 eS els 

1968 Bolo | 

1969 47,890 =" 

1970 DLS Peso es 

1971 eee fn 
RAINFALL inches 

1963 Lone 5 

1964 sie 2 

1965 24.93 

1966 25.54 

1967 20,75 

1968 21..96 

1969 21,48 

1970 20.94 

4.971 21-375 
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RAINFALL 1972 


may 


Month Total Greatest Rainfall 
in 24 hours 


January | 3.05 
| February 46 
March ee Srey 
April | 1.24 
May 1.56 
| cune 2.89 
| July 289 
August | ee 
| seater | 42 
October 2.07 
November 


M 
e ° 
> 
Mh 


| December } 
: Totals | 21.375 


COUNCIL HOUSES PAINTED 1971 


ria try. owe ance elo’ 
84 houseS..cccccee L4H 


NUMBER OF HOUSES OWNED BY THE COUNCIL 


PYGeWAT vs aseacausea CED 
Cemetery cottage... 7 
POR UsUEs game wae oh 359 
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DWELLINGS ERECTED SINCE 1945 


Local Authority Private 
10 Prefabs 638 Bungalcws 
97 Bungalows 626 Houses 
2e9 Houses 4 Flats 
24 Flats 
23 G.L.C. Houses 
382 697 


PRIVATE DWELLINGS SRECTED 
There were 158 private dwellings erected during the year. 
PLANS SUBMITTED DURING THE YEAR 


ite ie eve Open Caw. ee ee es ne LY 
POUT LUeVe LP RMent wees 65 0% 9 
PWT MIR eEOUBCE gs se bx ees we Yoo Le 
Additions. Alterations and extensicns 77 
Garages, sheds, verandahs, etc... .. 23 
MOVverUL@CMGIUS, 0< 9 este « se seo on p 
Coal Bays and weighbridge .. .. e-« fa 
Perioulturea: Bullcines: «oo «. - «s') ses 

Blecteici ty Overnead 1ines 2. “00 a 


Change of Use ea See she cae is ete > 
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SHOpS «.s te a Pe Ee eee mee ee ee ay 
Garden Centre oie. ee eiher need) wees! ay 1 
Oifices.. Sint PAP ee ee een ke Ae i 
Middle School lege he eer ee 1 


i... Residential and Ancillary Devel- 
opment ee ba oY ee ve “s 
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